Sonja Terpstra’s findings on Child Care

At a national level
In 1985 the Commonwealth Government cut funding for preschool education.  Currently this means that the Commonwealth Government has a stake in all other education sectors, except preschool.
 

There is an urgent need to have a cohesive national framework which ensures a high quality and affordable preschool education system.  Such a system must also guarantee equal access to preschool education for children from disadvantaged background or with special needs.
 

"Average country expenditure in other industrialised nations for preschool education  is 0.5% of GDP.  Australia only spends 0.1% of GDP."  Source:  OECD, Education at a Glance 2005.
 

A summary of research findings in Australia and overseas countries revealed:
 

"The overall availability and quality of preschool programs tend to be much higher in rich industrialised nations than in poor developing ones, yet large differences distinguish even nations that are geographically close and at similar levels of economic development.  For example, almost 100% of French and Belgian children are enrolled in an educational preschool program by age three, compared with 28% of Spanish and Portuguese children of that age and less than 6% of Swiss three year olds."    Source:  OECD Education at a glance: OECD Indicators 1993.
 

Currently the amount of funding Australia spends on preschool education sees Australia ranked at 26 out of 28 industrialised countries.
 

At a state level
And for Victoria, the Preschool system is still reeling from the savage cuts imposed by the Kennett Liberal Government.
 

The Kirby report in 2001 examining the state of preschools in Victoria stated:
 

"Victoria's preschool centres and related services, once among world's best practice in early childhood development, are now in disarray.  A substantial proportion of preschool teachers are demoralised by the conditions and uncertainties in their employment arrangements, parents find the burdens of the management and administration of the centres, and the liabilities to which they are exposed, increasingly unacceptable, and many centres struggle to be viable.  Children from poor socioeconomic backgrounds and those who have special needs are least likely to have access to preschool education and the support services provided by government are patchy in their coverage, mostly inadequate and sometimes give rise to inconsistent application across regions."  Source:  Kirby Report 2001
 

In an effort to reverse this situation, it is noted that since the Bracks Government was elected in 1999, that there has been an 85% increase in preschool funding, and this is warmly welcomed.
 

Action - a beginning  - watch this space ...
Additionally, another  group of organisations have come together in an effort to pursue reforms to the preschool system aswell.
 

A Victorian Campaign ...
The Victorian Early Years Foundation, Victorian Principals Association, Parents for Preschool Education and the Australian Education Union (Victorian Branch) have joined together in an unprecedented campaign to reform preschool education in Victoria.
 

Globally, research is unanimous that a high quality preschool education sets children up for future success with better educational outcomes and improved life chances.  Preschool education is even more important for children from disadvantaged backgrounds.   Parents, teachers and principals want a seamless system where children receive the benefit of a continuous curriculum and smooth transition.  The best interests of children and families will be much better served if one government department has responsibility for preschools and primary schools.
 

A statewide network of parents is collecting the signatures of thousands of Victorians on a petition to the Legislative Assembly of Victoria calling for preschool education to be transferred from the Department of Human Services to the Department of Education and Training.
 

