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25 November 2008
The Hon. Tanya Plibersek MP
Minister for Housing, Minister for the Status of Women

_____________________________________________

Dear Minister,
Women’s Electoral Lobby congratulates the Rudd Government on taking the important step to become a party to the Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).    
The announcement made by you and Attorney-General Robert McClelland on the eve of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women was particularly timely and will give much encouragement to our members and to Australian women at large.

As the Australian affiliate of the International Alliance of Women, we are very proud to be able to spread this good news around the world.   It is one of the strongest messages that can be made about Australia’s commitment to women’s rights and will go a long way to restoring this country’s image throughout the international women’s movement.    
Australia will indeed be able to hold its head high at the UN Commission on the Status of Women meetings next year and WEL looks forward with interest to hearing about the Government’s delegation to CSW 2009 and its stance on the Priority Theme “The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men, including caregiving in the context of HIV/AIDS” and Review Theme "Equal participation of women and men in decision-making processes at all levels".

Yours sincerely,

Priscilla Todd

Women’s Electoral Lobby Australia Inc.
Copy to:  The Hon. Robert McClelland MP, Attorney-General


The Hon. Stephen Smith MP, Minister for Foreign Affairs
