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Media release

Another women on the bench is necessary

Women’s Electoral Lobby Australia welcomes the appointment of JUSTICE SUSAN CRENNAN to the High Court. The lack of a female member over the past months has been an issue both symbolically and in practice. We are delighted that the Attorney General recognises that merit means finding that women are as likely as men to have the appropriate skills for high level appointments. His record for appointing women to other senior legal appointments suggests his decisions about the best person for the job is truly gender blind and we appreciate his skills in this.

A single sex group in power, whether in politics, the public sphere or business boards gives a bad signal that selection is not based on merit as we now have enough women with experience to merit top appointments. We hope that the appointment of one woman will soon lead to more women in the interests of good practice not just equity.

Eva Cox 

Chair WEL Australia

20/9/05
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The Women’s Electoral Lobby is a national independent political organisation dedicated to creating a society where women's participation and potential are unrestricted, acknowledged and respected and where women and men share equally in society's responsibilities and rewards.

[image: image1.jpg]