It is with great regret that WEL Victoria notes the premature death of Lisa  
Bellear early this month [6/7/06]: she was only 45.   One of her  
friends, the writer Jen Hewel Brown, provided The Age with an  
excellent obituary, including a summary of her early life as an  
adoptee,  on July 20.

Many WEL members will have come in contact with Lisa in the enormous  
variety of fields in which was active, including on many women's  
issues.  She was also a poet, performer and comedian [giving  
performances in all kinds of contexts, street drama, hospitals etc.],  
dramatist and regular broadcaster on 3CR for many years, and was in  
midst of completing a PhD.   As a spokewoman for indigenous people,  
she trod the fine and difficult line of standing up for all her  
people and at the same time giving consideration to the needs of women.

At a women's conference during the 80s, which split into groups to  
discuss various issues Lisa's group discussed the views of indigenous  
women on feminism.  Though she was then only in her twenties, she was  
very clear on that fine line:  white feminists must not forget that  
indigenous men have also suffered discrimination and that indigenous  
women cannot stand apart from the men to take a purely feminist line  
on such issues.  Lisa listened  tactfully, but was firm on this point  
with those who espoused any  kind of 'anti-male'  separatism in  
indigenous women's political activism.
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