Media Release  ~ Sandra Kanck MLC (SA)
Wednesday 9th February 2005

 

BRENDAN NELSON SEES THE LIGHT ON TEENAGE PREGNACIES

 
The Australian Democrats have welcomed the Federal Minister for Education, Brendan Nelson’s, decision to investigate sex education programs in Australian schools and are urging him to have a detailed look at the Share program being trialled in some South Australian schools.

 
“The Share program is an excellent example of the type of sex education young people need,” says Sandra Kanck, Leader of the Australian Democrats.

 
“Whilst there has been some negative comment about the program, that has come largely from conservatives who are opposed to sex education and opposed to legally sanctioned abortion.

 
“Such criticism is informed by theological dogmas, not rational thinking.”

 
“Dr Nelson’s stance represents a significant improvement on his understanding of just a week ago. 

 
“In an interview for the ABC’s current affairs program, The World Today, on February 2nd, Dr Nelson said : In Australia I think that we’ve basically got (abortion) right. We do everything we possibly can do to educate women about their fertility, to make sure that unwanted pregnancies and unplanned pregnancies do not occur.”   

 
“That astonishing display of ignorance by the Federal Education Minister prompted a release from myself calling on Dr Nelson to : champion the provision of Federal funding for a national sex education program designed to drive down the rate of teenage pregnancies in Australia.

“I’m pleased he seems he’s taken my advice and with very good reason; Australia has the 6th highest rate of teenage pregnancy amongst OECD countries.

 
“Our very high teenage pregnancy rate explains why we have one of the highest teenage abortion rates in the developed world and reflects the fact very few schools currently have comprehensive sexual health education programs.”
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