PETITION 

TO THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF VICTORIA

The Petition of the undersigned residents of Victoria draws to the attention of the House that preschool education in Victoria needs urgent reform to ensure every Victorian child can access high quality preschool education. 

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

Recognise that preschool is the critical first step of education and move responsibility for preschools to the Department of Education and Training.
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A petition for real change


In an unprecedented move, parents, teachers, principals and school communities have joined together to petition for a new system of preschool education in Victoria. We are united by the belief that one government department must manage and administer our children’s education from the very beginning – like best practice across the rest of Australia, and around the world.  





Who we are


Parents for Preschool Education is a statewide network of parents from Mildura to Mallacoota, working together to promote real structural reform to Victoria’s preschool education system.   Last year we surveyed 459 parents state-wide, finding parents overwhelmingly (89%) believe that preschool education should be transferred from the Department of Human Services to the Department of Education and Training.





What we’re doing


We’re now collecting signatures of thousands of Victorians on a petition to the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, calling for preschool education to be transferred from the Department of Human Services to the Department of Education and Training.





How will this move benefit our children?


preschool education for every child (at minimum cost)


recognition of preschool as 1st step of education 


removal of barriers to early intervention and continuity of support for children with additional learning needs


curriculum continuity for children - no more huge gaps 


seamless transition to school, including the ability for preschool teachers to communicate directly with prep teachers regarding a child’s needs and progress 


improved working conditions and professional development for teachers


more time for parents to spend with their children, contributing to the preschool program, rather working on volunteer management committees to “run an education business!”





How you can help 


Collect signatures on the front ONLY


Return all signed petitions to PO Box 866, MT ELIZA 3930, by Friday August 11th, 2006. 


Contact Parents for Preschool Education for further information at  EMAIL: osella@optusnet.com.au





More information:


Parents for Preschool Education at  �HYPERLINK "http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/pfps/index.html"��http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/pfps/index.html� 


Australian Education Union at � HYPERLINK http://www.aeuvic.asn.au ��www.aeuvic.asn.au�


Victorian Principals Association at � HYPERLINK http://www.vpa.org.au ��www.vpa.org.au�








