Women’s Electoral Lobby, Victoria wrote to Minister Kevin Andrews saying we are  very interested in his efforts to enable women to re-enter the workforce.

We were unable to be present at the forum organised on 'Workforce Participation Forum for Parents'. However, one of our members has told us of the difficulties some women are encountering as they endeavour to re-enter the workforce.

In particular women (and some men) who are carers for disabled children, elderly parents and friends are facing real problems when they wish to work, usually part time, while still continuing their carer responsibilities. Many of these women are unable to advocate for themselves and we wanted to raise the issue with you because we believe you should be informed.

Identified problems include:-

· Lengthy waiting lists for Commonwealth funded programs to assist disabled dependent children to be cared for whilst a parent is working et cetera.  As there are limited placements available the Department of Human Services regularly review clients listed and rate the need for funding on a priority basis.  Quite obviously there is a strong tendency to favourably lean towards older clients needs, thus inhibiting any hope that parents may have for short term support. 

· Carers/parents of profoundly disabled children are not offered the same privileges as so-called 'able bodied' children. That is, children with severe disabilities are prevented from accessing Commonwealth funded day care and after school care programs due to their 'high needs'. The practice of non-inclusion is very evident.  Core funded facilities, such as non-government agencies, may occasionally receive what we could label one-off bandaid funding (Commonwealth funded grants) to supply some form of after school care respite to families, however the funding is not ongoing, and therefore removes any guaranteed certainty of ongoing care provision for working parents. 

· Cost discriminations and reimbursements exist.  Any carer/parent who is able to access some form of child support from a non-government agency is unable to legally claim such expenses through the Commonwealth tax reimbursement scheme.  The cost factors are not recognised in the same capacity as those incurred by a parent accessing a Commonwealth funded (or Commonwealth recognised) child minding centre. 

· Parents of children in the country or in outer suburbs have even less opportunities and access. 

· It should be noted that carers are 'means' tested for any additional support from the State, such as, a Carer Payment for such children. Unlike standard community expectations, parents of disabled children are not automatic recipients of State disability funding.  Families on a single income have immense financial difficulty funding family needs, and many families on a medium income are inhibited from State support. 

The DHS funded program run by two non government agencies has the aim of providing an additional 38 hours per week funded care to families caring for a disabled member, but it is selective welfare that is attached to families who have the capabilities to purchase their own resources and to case manage the dollars allocated

Women’s Electoral Lobby realises that the problems are ones to be tackled co-operatively by several Government departments and we will continue to lobby on behalf of these parents and their children.

