Interesting papers on Australian electoral processes and the processes of accountability

The Democratic Audit of Australia 
Marian Sawer describes how the Democratic Audit of Australia has separated out the values of political equality, popular control of government, civil liberties/human rights and deliberative democracy in order to highlight the threat posed by populist majoritarianism. Attacks on the 'non-elected' intermediary institutions essential to accountability and rights protection in representative democracy undermine popular control of government despite speaking in its name.
http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/papers/20060619_ipsa_sawer.pdf
 
 
The Democratic Audit of Ireland
Paula Clancy, of TASC, describes how the Democratic Audit of Ireland and the parallel Democratic Audit of Northern Ireland are being conducted by independent think tanks assisted by a commission chaired by the head of the Irish trade union congress and with party, business and community representatives. Issues include responses to the unprecedented inward migration into Ireland in recent years.
http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/events/2006_ipsa.htm
 
 
Electoral Amendment Bill passed
The Electoral and Referendum Amendment (Electoral Integrity and Other Matters) Bill has completed its passage through the Australian Parliament. The Audit has been a strong critic of the Bill that, amongst other things, raises the threshold for anonymous donations to parties and closes the electoral rolls earlier, which is likely to disenfranchise thousands of new voters, particularly the young.
 
Norm Kelly provided a summary of the main measures in the Bill in March this year:
http://democratic.audit.anu.edu.au/papers/20060331_kelly_electoral_bill.pdf 
 
 
Axing of Senate committees to limit scrutiny
In the last sitting week before the winter recess the Government proposed controversial changes to the committee system in the Senate. Under these changes the number of committees will be reduced and the opposition-chaired references committees abolished. This will leave all the committee chairs in government hands. The government has claimed that the references committees are under-utilised, which has been a reality since the government achieved its majority in the Senate. Nationals Senator Barnaby Joyce has suggested that removing the part of the committee system under opposition control might lessen the reluctance to refer controversial issues for committee scrutiny. However, the opposition parties, and Harry Evans, Clerk of the Senate, have said that there is a serious danger of undermining the Senate’s capacity to hold the government to account; any inquiries with the potential to embarrass the Government are likely to be vetoed.
 
 
JSCEM civics inquiry
The submissions to the Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters’ inquiry into Civics and Electoral Education can now be viewed on their website. Naturally, we would draw your attention to the Democratic Audit’s contribution, amongst the numerous interesting submissions from a wide variety of individuals and groups.
http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/em/education/subs.htm 
 
 
Canberra Forum on Government Control of the Senate, 28 June
Senator Chris Evans, Leader of the Opposition in the Senate, will address the ACT Fabian Society on Wednesday 28 June on 'Government Control of the Senate'. The meeting will be held at the Hotel Kurrajong, National Circuit, Barton at 6pm. All welcome.
 
 

