Check the relatives

Mandatory reporting of abuse of the elderly, such as physical and psychological abuse, neglect and exploitation (The Age, 19/7/05) should include the seizure of assets and/or cash reserves by relatives or others who have power of attorney. When elderly people are put into hostels or nursing homes, some have only the residue of their pensions to provide them with necessities. The residue of their estates has disappeared after bonds have been paid. I have heard stories of new swimming pools and overseas trips being taken by those who have appropriated and sold the properties of elderly relatives. It might be a fertile area of exploration for the Australian Taxation Office.
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