ALP Government  Progress

1. The Apology

2. Kyoto signed

3. COAG brought together before Xmas

4. Penny Wong  and Rudd in Bali 0n Climate change 

5. Murray Darling agreement signed by all States including Victoria

6. Health Minister Nicola Roxon meets all State health ministers

7. Minister Jenny Macklin travels in NT and bans the containers for accommodation

8. Rudd visits East Timor in February 2008

9. Julia Gillard gains coalition support to end WorkChoices

10. Rudd travels to US and affirms Alliance while not kowtowing to US

11. Rudd meets NATO ministers and shows Australia has entered the 21st Century

12. Rudd talks to Chinese in Mandarin and urges dialogue with Tibet

13. 2020 summit brings ideas to government - reverses the climate of stifling dissent

14. Foreign Minister Stephen Smith and Rudd attend conference in PNG

15. Rudd appoints Quentin Bryce  as next Governor General
16. Roxon removes Tax exemption on mixed alcoholic drinks

17. Amendment to Trade Practices Act to stop large firms bullying small competitors

18. Removing discrimination in legal matters for homosexuals

19. Productivity Commission set to examine Paid Maternity Leave

20. Tax loophole on share options plugged

21. $30m to World Food program

22. Child care rebates increased

23. $100m to Disability Accommodation

24. Budget initiatives tackle inflation and reduce taxes

25. $150,000 limit for Baby Bonus, Family Benefit B and Dependent Spouse Offset

26.  Infrastructure Australia to prioritise economic and social infrastructure

27. Tax on luxury cars over $57,000 increases from 25% to 33% - amended & passed

28.  Obesity program

29. Australia signs Optional Protocol on UN Convention on Elimination of Discrimination against Women

30. Minister Tanya Plibersek sets up National Council to reduce violence against women and children 

31. AIRC  to modernise awards reversing Howard Government’s attempt to marginalise awards

32. WEL member Sue Hammond makes submission to AIRC on pay equity in awards
33. Fuel watch  to be set up - defeated in Senate

34. Troops home from Iraq

35. ASEAN +Aust+NZ in trade pact negotiated by Minister Simon Crean

36. Rudd sets up organisation to motivate more organ donors

37. Short selling banned on the Australian Stock Exchange

38. Rental housing measures introduced

39. Medicare threshold  $70,000 for singles, $140,000 doubles 

40. Discrimination removed for single sex couples but marriage not allowed
41. Financial crisis - families, single pensioners given $10bn

42. Local government given $300m to be spent by July 2009

43. Car companies given $6bn to be innovative
44. COAG given extra money for hospitals and schools

45. Gillard’s education money bill means private schools will have to be accountable

46. Gillard puts IR bill to Parliament

47. Rudd’s climate change 5% for ETS start

48.  $42Bn Package 13/2/09

49. Weed Control
50. Equality Rights Alliance set up
Another list:  Why the ALP has not failed:
Kept the economy out of recession
Created 250,000 jobs
Kept unemployment below 5.5% 
Allowed contraceptive counselling for overseas charities - got rid of the Harradine restraint
Provided the first permanent increase to the aged and disability pension since 1991
Means tested the baby bonus so it is not given to millionaires
Started the National Broadband Network
Appointed the first ever female Governor General
Created Infrastructure Australia
Appointed the first Western Australian High Court Chief Justice
Invested $3 billion more in rail
Increased funding to schools
Set up the MySchool website
Released a draft national education curriculum (something the Howard government promised for a decade)
Conducted the first ever study into human right protections in Australia
Increased funding for ports and highways
Increased health funding by $50 billion
Started the clean coal institute
Agreed with states to increase federal health funding share to 60%
Attempted to means test the ‘private’ health insurance industry hand out (twice)
Introduced the first ever federal renewable energy target of 20% by 2020
Funded 225,000 new computers for schools
In conjunction with Japan, set up a commission on nuclear non-proliferation
Funded more water buybacks for the Murray-Darling (this never happened under the Howard government)
Increased tax on tobacco
Closed alcopops tax loophole, which has reduced alcohol consumption by about 2.5%.
Ended the uncompetitive single desk for wheat
Increased child-care rebate
Increased funding to universities
Increased university places for doctors and teachers
Simplified tax reporting for small business
Studied whaling in southern oceans, taking Japan to court over whaling
Signed Gorgon Gas project
Froze parliamentary salaries during Global Financial Crisis
Attempted to get an ETS
Increased apprenticeships
Increased trade training
Set up trades training centres in schools
Introducing toughest packaging regime for cigarettes in the world
Fixed overseas student college rort
Underwrote banks and savings for all Australians
Increased border protection funding and patrols
Made some aspects of refugee processing/detention more humane 
Introduced paid parental leave
Increased community and indigenous housing projects and got rid of Work Choices. Attempted to reform the Commonwealth Electoral Act so that political donations were available earlier—blocked by coalition and Fielding.
And there’s more (2011) …
We should now applaud the initiative of our female Prime Minister who intends to raise the wages of the lowest paid people in the country. These are mostly women in the services industries and we in WEL have been lobbying for pay equity for years. Hopefully some of that is now happening.

WEL member Anne Mancini (The Age 24/10/11) has pointed out the bias in reporting the achievements of our first female Prime Minister. These have mostly been forgotten or ignored by the media which relies on instant gratification as do small children.

I think we should remind everyone of the good things Julia Gillard has achieved -- Paid Parental Leave, the Fair Work Act, the wonderful new infrastructure for all Primary Schools even if some were over budget, the MySchool initiative, the increase in pension rates, the new super plans and now the NBN which will be applauded in future years as is the Snowy Mountains Scheme.
She has achieved  many significant initiatives such as:- cigarettes in plain wrappers, taxed alcopops drinks, increased child care rebates, removed the so-called Harradine restraint on contraceptive advice for overseas agencies, and put Nurse practitioners in GP clinics.

Discrimination against homosexuals was made illegal.

University services now to be paid by students, these stopped by the Howard governmentt.

Women can now be considered for any job in the Defence Forces.

Julia Gillard is supporting a target of 40 percent of women on Government boards.

 She has managed to get the miners to pay some resource tax, she has negotiated a tax on polluting companies (called a carbon tax), and is trying to solve the almost impossible asylum seekers problem and also the problem of abuse of aboriginal women, of alcohol and the problem of getting the children to attend  school.

With Bill Shorten as Minister, the PM is starting to develop a National Disability Scheme which will be a wonderful initiative.
The Rudd Gillard government appointed our first female Governor General and signed the Optional Protocol on the UN Convention on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women They brought the troops home from Iraq and brilliantly managed the Global Financial Crisis

With a hung parliament Julia Gillard has a more difficult job than any previous PM has had.   We should all remember these things, and give her credit for a job being well done under almost impossible circumstances. 
Kerry Lovering OAM WEL Vic Convenor
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