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January 28, 2007

The Hon. Alexander Downer MP

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr. Downer,

Re: Abuse of Women Human Rights Activists by Fijian Military Forces

As a member of the Pacific Graduate Women’s Network, the Australian Federation of University Women has been seriously alarmed by reports that women activists for human rights in Fiji have been subjected by the military not only to detention, but to degrading and humiliating treatment, including sexual assault.  

We are therefore pleased to see the report in the Sunday Age of 28 January that the Australian Government, through you, has expressed ‘deep concern’ about the general crackdown on pro-democracy activists, and we would like to congratulate you on Australia’s decision to participate in the international delegation that will arrive in Suva on 29 January with the hope of restoring democracy after the military coup against the elected government.

We would, however, urge you to ask that particular attention be paid to the situation of Fijian women. They have been particularly courageous in openly expressing open opposition to the coup, and their courage and wisdom can make an invaluable contribution to healing Fiji’s wounds. Resolution 1325 of the Security Council of the United Nations recognizes that the participation of women in decision-making is an essential prerequisite for the establishment of a lasting and stable civil society. We urge you to ensure that Australia’s distinguished representative, General Peter Cosgrove, speaks for Fijian women not merely as victims in need of protection but as crucial participants in deciding the future of Fiji,

Yours Sincerely

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss

President, Australian Federation of University Women

2/12 Tollington Ave, East Malvern VIC 3145.

